2026 Home Gardeners’ Workshop

Schedule of Events

Registration and Breakfast 8:00 a.m. - 8:40 a.m.
Welcome 8:45 a.m - 9:00 a.m.

Session 1 - Keynote  9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

A. Living with Wildlife: Creating Habitat, not Headaches
Marne Titchenell, Extension Wildlife Program Director at The Ohio State University
Songbirds, butterflies, and other wildlife bring a dynamic joy to the landscape. Discover practical ways to
create and enhance wildlife habitat while also protecting your garden from deer, rabbits, and other hungry
wildlife.

Session 2 Options 10:10 a.m. - 11:10 a.m.

B. Peonies: A Garden Story — Two Thousand Years in the Making
Bill Hendricks, Advisor to Petite Farms; Past President of Klyn Nurseries, Inc. (1987-2024)
Join Bill on an illustrated exploration of the history, diversity, and cultivation of peonies, tracing their journey
from ancient gardens to modern landscapes. Bill will examine species, herbaceous, tree, and ltoh
peonies, with emphasis on cultivar selection, bloom sequence, planting depth, siting, and long-term care.

C. Box Tree Moth: The Impeding Doom of Boxwoods — Not Really!
Tom deHaas, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources for The Ohio State University in Erie County
Ann Chanon, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources for The Ohio State University in Lake County
This presentation provides an overview of the Box Tree Moth, including its life cycle, host plants, control
strategies, trapping and pheromones, and Ohio Department of Agriculture nursery compliance guidelines.

Session 3 Options

_D. Landscaping with Native Plants or Lunch A 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Erika Lyon, Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources for The Ohio State University in Harrison and
Jefferson Counties
This presentation will highlight practical design strategies, recommended native plants for different site
conditions, and tips for transitioning from traditional landscaping to more ecologically friendly approaches.
Participants will learn how native species support pollinators, create habitat for wildlife, and develop
resilient plant communities.

E. Pesticide Safety Basics: Smart Practices for Home Gardeners or Lunch B 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Jennifer Andon, State Master Gardener Volunteer Program Manager for The Ohio State University
Learn how to safely and effectively use pesticides in your home garden. This program covers identifying
pests, understanding labels, choosing the right product, and using personal protective equipment (PPE) to
minimize risk. We’ll also discuss integrated pest management (IPM) strategies and best practices for storage,
disposal, and protecting pollinators.

Session 4 - Keynote 1:45 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

F. What's Up With the Weather?
Dr. Aaron Wilson, PhD, State Climatologist of Ohio; Assistant Professor - Ag Weather and Climate Field Specialist
for the Ohio State University
This presentation explores how weather and climate are changing globally and locally, with a focus on recent
temperature and precipitation trends in Ohio. Participants will learn about key climate-related challenges
affecting rural and urban communities, including water quantity and quality, impacts on farms and gardens,
and community health, as well as individual and collective ways of adapting to these changes.

Session 5 Options 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

G. Backyard Berries: Growing Strawberries and Blueberries at Home
Dr Joseph Scheerens, PhD, Professor of the Department of Horticulture and Crop Science for The Ohio State
University
Growing fruit in your garden can be a rewarding experience from planting to consumption. Learn the
essentials of successful home fruit production—from site selection and planting to first-year care.
This session covers managing environmental stresses, pruning and training for healthy plants, and disease
prevention. Best practices for harvesting will also be discussed.

H. Is Your Pruning Punishing Plants?
Erik Draper, Commercial Horticulture Educator for The Ohio State University Extension in Geauga County.
Good pruning is both an art and science! Understanding the science of what pruning can and cannot do to
help plants, will help us to then create an “artful” job. Come join us to learn about how to start and create
“masterpieces”... as well as knowing when to stop punishing plants!




